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Quick Blurb about UW for newsletters/e-newsletters

General
Everyone deserves opportunities to have a good life: a quality education that leads to a stable job, enough income to support a family through retirement and good health.
That's why United Way of the Quad Cities Area focuses on Education, Income and Health - the building blocks for a good quality of life.

To accomplish this, United Way recruits people and organizations who bring the expertise, resources and passion to get things done in our community.

We are connected and interdependent. We all win when a child succeeds in school, when families are financially stable and when people are healthy. But it takes our whole community working together to make this happen.

We invite you to join us in creating a better, brighter future for the Quad Cities. Give. Advocate. Volunteer. LIVE UNITED.

Community Programs

United Way works in partnership with over 90 community programs, established to improve people’s lives, delivering long-term, measurable results.  
Every two years, over 100 community members volunteer their time and talents to review funding requests from area health and human services agencies.  These volunteers are tasked with making sure that your gift is being used to benefit programs that achieve long term, measurable results.

Funded Programs

United Way is committed to investing in local programs, partnerships
and initiatives producing measurable results. The United Way of the Quad Cities currently invests in 93 programs at 48 agencies.
A United Way Funded Program is through an agency that is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization that has applied for United Way Funding through the Community Investment Process - a three tiered volunteer review process - and is currently receiving United Way funding.
Imagination Library

Children 0-5 living in Scott or Rock Island County are eligible to receive one free, age-appropriate book per month to promote literacy and a passion for learning. Over 10,000 children are currently enrolled. 

Achieve Quad Cities

Every school day, three Quad-City students drop out. Achieve Quad Cities is a regional partnership working to increase the graduation rate by 5% over 10 years. It is being led by United Way and the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend. 

Achieve is keeping kids in school by introducing them to career opportunities and providing them with mentoring support.

This June is Achieve's first birthday, and we've accomplished a lot in one year. To learn more about Achieve, or to volunteer today, please visit achieveqc.org.

In the 2009/2010 school year, Achieve served over 2,600 students.

Career Navigator Mentors 

Coordinated by Big Brothers Big Sisters, volunteers mentor at-risk students and encourage them to explore career opportunities and achieve academic and social success. Career Navigators commit to meeting with students a minimum of two afternoons a month, for a minimum of one year. 
The time commitment is invaluable to that student.  In just a few months, current Navigators have truly changed the future for their mentees such as Karina, who now believes people can be good; DeAndre wants to pursue his dream to become a lawyer and MacKenzie knows that if she gets good grades, she can go to college.  This is the power of the Career Navigator program. 
Business Tour Sites

Businesses host tours for students to teach them about different career opportunities and workplaces.  It allows students to experience potential jobs hands-on and ask questions of people in the field.
 

Job Shadows

Students shadow professionals for two to six hours to learn practical knowledge about a career workplace behavior. Job shadows also expose youth to workplace environments. 
Classroom Presentations 

Professionals give interactive presentations in the classroom, focused on how to succeed in their career field.
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