[image: image1.png]United
Way /

United Way
of the Quad Cities Area




United Way

of the Quad Cities Area

3247 East 35 Street Court

Davenport Iowa, IA 52807

tel 563.355.4310

www.unitedwayqc.org

News Release


April 29, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact: Marci Zogg or Tracy Kurowski

Marci cell: 563.210.2954   Marci phone: 563.344.0334 

Tracy cell: 309.738.3196   fax: 563.355.3308

United Way, National Association of Letter Carriers and River Bend Foodbank to Collect Food Items

May 8: Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive

What: NALC “Stamp Out Hunger” Food Drive
When: Saturday, May 8, 2010

On Saturday, May 8th, United Way of the Quad Cities Area, the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) and the River Bend Foodbank will partner to help put food on the tables of Quad Citians in need by combining our efforts through the Stamp Out Hunger! food drive.

“With more and more people continuing to turn to local food pantries for assistance there truly is no better time for our community, United Way and the NALC to work together to help,” said Scott Crane, President of United Way. “The Quad Cities has benefited greatly from this important partnership over the years, and we hope those that can, will step up their donations to help those in need.”
River Bend Foodbank released a hunger study earlier this year that found of households served by local foodbanks, 39% have children under 18 years of age and 10% have children birth to age five.  46% of the clients report having to choose between paying for food and paying for utilities or heating fuel.  

In 2009 Quad City letter carriers and volunteers collected more than 77,000 pounds of food donations. In 2010, we can make a difference for families facing hunger by working together to increase donations to the food drive.
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To participate in the Stamp Out Hunger food drive, leave a sturdy bag containing non-perishable food next to your mailbox prior to the time of regular mail deliver on May 8. Items in demand include canned soups, canned vegetables, pasta, rice, peanut butter, tuna, green beans, juice boxes or cereal.  Food items should be in non-breakable containers, such as boxes and cans. Your letter carriers will collect the donations during their normal Saturday delivery and bring them to the River Bend Foodbank. Quad Citians without a mailbox wishing to participate in this incredible effort should contact their local post office for more details.

This food drive comes at a very important time for us”, says Tom Laughlin, Executive Director of River Bend Foodbank.  “Traditionally this time of year is low for the Foodbank in terms of food supply.  The Letter’s Carrier Food Drive is the perfect vehicle for everyone from the Quad Cities to join us in our daily battle against hunger. We are so grateful to the entire community who makes this happen now when the need is so critical.”

Collections from the food drive will benefit the River Bend Foodbank located in Moline, IL. The food bank is the largest relief organization in the bi-state region serving 300 feeding programs and distributing 5 million pounds of food a year to a twenty-two county area in and around the Quad Cities.

For more information on the River Bend Foodbank’s Hunger Study, visit http://www.riverbendfoodbank.org/docs/hungerhighlights2010.pdf. 
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