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United Way Celebrates Live United Week, August 30-September 6

Community members asked to give, advocate, and volunteer to strengthen the Quad Cities

Imagine if there was one week where every person living in the Quad Cities would reach out a hand to help. That’s what United Way of the Quad Cities Area is challenging the community to do during Live United Week, August 30-September 6. United Way is encouraging community members to improve the Quad Cities when they give, advocate or volunteer. The centerpiece of the week will be the Day of Caring on Wednesday, September 2 where almost 1,000 community volunteers will be working around the Quad Cities on projects ranging from building a ramp to being a “mentor for a day”.  

United Way is sharing ideas with community members on how to get involved throughout the week at www.unitedwayqc.org . For example people are being asked to give in several ways. They can donate gently used clothing to organizations assisting individuals seeking employment, purchase school supplies and donate to local schools, donate non-perishable food to a local food bank, or donate to United Way’s annual campaign. Advocate ideas include register to vote, write letters to the editor or share views on local blogs. Volunteering could mean taking part in Day of Caring, giving blood, learning CPR, walking an elderly neighbor’s pet or volunteering at a local senior center. 

“The purpose of Live United Week is to raise awareness of the needs in our community for people to step forward and help whether it is a monetary donation, a gift of their time, or sharing an opinion that will help advance a cause. We believe that the community coming together, each person in their own way, we can make a positive impact on the Quad Cities,” stated Scott Crane, United Way of the Quad Cities Area president. “It is our hope that at the end of the week the people of our area will have learned some new ways that they can make a difference and will be inspired for the future.”

Area residents are asked to inspire others by sharing how they Live United online at my.quadsville.com or the United Way of the Quad Cities Area Facebook Fan page. 

Local businesses are getting on board to help raise awareness of the week by sharing the Live United message in many creative ways. Some of the more high-profile pieces include putting Rascal, the River Bandits’ mascot in a Live United shirt and having Live United t-shirts on the Bix statues in front of the Quad-City Times building. Many businesses are including Live United messages on their marquees and the RiverCenter/Adler Theatre has agreed to have a giant Live United on their skywalk. The Northwest Bank tower will include a Live United message and many companies will have yard signs and banners to help raise awareness. 

For more ideas on how to Live United in the Quad Cities, or a complete list of businesses involved, visit www.unitedwayqc.org. 
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