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June 7, 2011

Contact: Jenny Parvin, 309.269.6802
Please note – Members of the Achieve Quad Cities partnership and mentors and mentees in the initiative will be available for interview starting at 2:30pm at the event.  To schedule interviews at a different time, please contact Jenny Parvin.

Achieve Quad Cities Celebrates First Year

Over 300 Volunteers Stepped Forward Impacting More Than 2,000 Students’ Lives
DAVENPORT, Iowa – Since the Achieve Quad Cities kick-off and call to action to increase the Quad Cities graduation rate in June, 2010, more than 300 individuals and businesses have impacted more than 2,000 students’ lives.

Join us as we celebrate all that we’ve accomplished together during Achieve Quad Cities’ first year. Businesses and individuals have answered the call and come together to help more youth succeed in and stay in school. Plus, see how Achieve Quad Cities has impacted real students in their own words on the big screen.

Achieve Quad Cities First Year Celebration

When: June 8, 2011 from 3:00-5pm 
Interviews will be available starting at 2:30pm
Where: Putnam Museum and IMAX Theatre
1717 West 12th Street, Davenport, IA

Achieve Quad Cities is a community-wide, bi-state initiative working with our local schools to increase the graduation rate by 5% over 10 years. Led by the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend and United Way of the Quad Cities Area, school districts, businesses, and nonprofits are working together to create a bright future for students. 
In the last year, as a result of volunteer and community support, we’ve accomplished:

· 59 Career Navigator Matches

· 130 Classroom Presentations

· 16 Host Site Tours

· 47 Job Shadows
“The sad fact is that every school day, three students drop out of school in the Quad Cities area. They drop out for a lot of reasons. Most of them don’t understand the real-life consequences they’ll suffer from this decision,” said Susan Skora, President and CEO of the Community Foundation of the Great River Bend.

A high school diploma represents a milestone of achievement. When a student drops out of school it is not only a dream lost but also a cost to the community. Youth who fail to graduate enter the workforce without the necessary skills and developmental growth a diploma represents. Since many dropouts end up living in poverty, each dropout costs the community $500,000 over the course of a lifetime. 

-MORE-
 “It’s the role of Achieve Quad Cities to provide opportunities to our community to inspire students to achieve at higher levels — to stay in high school and go on to college or technical training,” said Scott Crane, President of the United Way of the Quad Cities Area. “We want to prepare our youth to be successful in school, in work and in life.”
Accomplishing our goal is a community effort and will take time and sustained commitment to accomplish.  To achieve our goal, Achieve Quad Cities will need over 400 volunteers who want to mentor, give classroom presentations, host a tour, internship or a job shadow in the next year.  To volunteer, individuals can contact Jayne O’Brien at jayne@unitedwayqc.org or sign up at www.achieveqc.org.
More information about Achieve Quad Cities can be found on our website, www.achieveqc.org.  
Members of the Achieve Quad Cities Leadership Cabinet

John Riches, United Way of the Quad Cities Area Board Member and Alcoa Community Relations Manager
Julio Almanza, Davenport Community Schools Superintendent
Steven Bahls, Augustana College President

Tara Barney, Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce President/CEO

Randy Moore, Community Foundation of the Great River Bend Board Member and Iowa American Water Company President 

Mike Oberhaus, Rock Island/Milan School District #41 Superintendent

 Mara Sovey,Corporate Citizenship Center of Excellence Director and John Deere Foundation President 
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